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although this must have been a severe blow to their national
pride. An Imperial Rescript was published simultaneously
with the ratified treaty in which the Emperor, proclaiming
his desire to do all that in him lay to serve the cause of
peace, " yielded to the dictates of magnanimity and accepted
the advice of the three Powers." In accordance with the
terms of the Peace of Shimonoscki, a new commercial treaty
between Japan and China was signed at Peking, on July 21,
1896. It recognised the consular jurisdiction of Japan in
China, and guaranteed to Japan most-favoured-nation treat-
ment in all that concerns consular jurisdiction, commerce,
industry, and navigation; but did not guarantee similar
treatment to Chinese in Japan, except as to diplomatic
agents,

Important as were the direct results of the war with
China, as   these were  secured   by treaty, the
indirect results were, from a political point of
view, even more important.

The action of the three Powers which intervened between
Japan and China soon showed that they were animated by
purely selfish motives, and subsequent events are illustrations
of the morality which too often guides Western Powers in
their dealings with Eastern peoples. Under the pretext of
"leasing," Germany seized Kiao-chau, and asserted her
claim over the greater part of the Shantung province, and
Russia practically annexed the Liao-Tung Peninsula; so
that within four years of the time of her expulsion from
the territories belonging to her by right of conquest, Japan
saw those territories appropriated by the very Powers that
expelled her, The Japanese recognised that something
more than peaceful progress in Western industries and
methods of administration was necessary to win the respect
of the nations of Europe and America, and the immediate
result of the arbitrary conduct of Russia, France, and
Germany was an increase in the belligerent force of Japan
and a determination to make the army and navy strong
enough to assert the rights of the country. A large part of